
Lauren, Sara & Leo



Thank you so much for considering us as adoptive parents. 
Adopting our son has g iven us a genuine respect for birth 
parents. We admire your courage in creating an adoption 
plan and recognize that it is the love for your child that led 
you to choose adoption. It takes g reat strength to make 
such a dif f icult decision. 

Our names are Sara and Lauren. We’ve been together for 
18 years and got married in 2013. We met in New England 
and after a six-year adventure in Alaska, settled down 
in rural Wisconsin. The most amazing part of our story 
began in 2017 when our son, Leo, was born. We both g rew 
up surrounded by large, loving extended families who 
truly support of our decision to create our family through 
adoption. We are happiest when spending time together 
outdoors or at home cooking meals for family and fr iends. 
We love sharing these activities with Leo and cannot wait 
to share them with our future child as well. 

Our vision for our family is one of inclusivity and 
we are open to a child of any race. While our 
preference is for an open adoption, we are willing 
to discuss whatever level of conf identiality you are 
most comfortable with. We are so g rateful for you 
taking the time to learn about us.

Still smiling after 18 years together

Backpacking in Alaska

Annual trip to the 
apple orchard 

Running to get eggs from the chicken coop Back from a mid-winter walk

An Introduction



Sara is the embodiment of compassion and 
intelligence. You won’t hear her brag about it, 
but she has a PhD in wildlife toxicology. One of 
the things I love most about her is that she is 
dedicated to using her intelligence and education 
to make the world better. She works with the 
Chippewa tribes to protect the environment from 
contaminants. But more than anyone I know Sara 
chooses home and family life over work every 
time. Her job has made her a better mother too. 
She knows the safest sunscreens to use, which 
foods are healthiest when bought organic, and the 
names of all the birds that come to our feeder. 

Sara is truly the world’s most perfect mother to 
our son. She is an outstanding cook and always 
ensures we have a delicious and healthy home-
cooked meal for dinner. In the evening she 
cuddles up on the couch to read books to our 
son. It’s easy to envision two children curled up 
beside her while she does her famous walrus 
voice that makes everyone laugh. 

A good day at workWe both enjoy weight lifting

Biking at the Lake 
Superior shore

Chilly kisses after sledding

Sara really loves wildlife

Animals Sara 
has studied

Seals

      Fish

    Wolves

      Dall’s sheep

   Caribou

        Dolphins

     Seabirds

A boat ride at the family lake houseVolunteer water sampling

Celebrating mom’s birthday 
at the Hard Rock Cafe

Sara(by Lauren)



Lauren has a true passion for living life to 
its fullest. Whether she’s competing in a 
tr iathlon, volunteering in our community, 
or building walking trails through our 
woods, you will rarely f ind her just 
loung ing around. Her imag ination is 
endless and she has never lost her sense of 
awe for the world around her. She never 
wavers in her quest to learn new things. 
Lauren is compassionate and self less. She is 
dedicated to service both through her job 
as a conservation off icer and in her free 
time as a volunteer EMT and f iref ighter.

These qualities have become 
perfectly woven together 
with tenderness, patience, and 
empathy as she’s become an 
amazing mom to our son, Leo. 
She is always creating new 
activities for him. Whether 
she’s building him baby obstacle 
courses, teaching him to dunk a tiny basketball, or 
making him laugh with funny faces, they are always up to 
something fun. She is a tireless advocate for his happiness, 
health, safety, and development. 
Lauren has such a big heart that she is ready to share 
with our next child. She will always put her family first, 
before all else. She will create a world for our children 
that is fun, stable, loving, supportive, wondrous, and full of 
possibilities. She is already the most wonderful mom, and 
I know she will continue to amaze me even more as our 
family grows. 

Butterfly whisperer

Teaching Leo to aim high
Not sure who was more 

excited for this horse

Taking the kids to her 
favorite fishing spot

Flying bear surveys in AlaskaVolunteer firefighting

Our bike trailer has a second seat waiting to be filled

Some of the many things
Lauren teaches

  Winter Survival

       Canoe Safety

Wilderness Safety + First Aid

              Ice Rescue

Lauren(by Sara)



We can’t believe how lucky we are 
that Leo’s birth mom chose us to 
be his moms. He has been with 
us since the day he was born in 
February 2017, and has brought us 
more joy and happiness than we 
ever could have imag ined. 

Leo has an amazing sense of 
humor and an infectious laugh. 
He loves to make people smile. 
Leo loves all kinds of music. He is 
already quite a good singer and 
loves sing ing along with Sara on 
the ukulele. We always try to 
recognize and foster his individual 
strengths and interests. Leo can 
be rough and tumble and fearless, 
running and climbing everything 
in sight. But he is also gentle 
and caring, snuggling with our cats 
or pushing his baby doll around in a 
stroller. He absolutely loves animals 
and other kids. Leo is biracial and would 
be thrilled to have a new sibling of any 
race. He is going to be the world’s best 
big brother.

Leo’s favorite things
TOYS Matchbox cars, trucks, balls, 

books

FOOD Berries, meatballs, pot pie

SONGS Wheels on the Bus, Itsy Bitsy 
Spider

CHORES Doing dishes (splash!) and 
feeding the f ish (splash splash!)

♪♪
♪

♪♫

Doing dishes Leo’s way

Wagon ride before the 4th of July parade

Learning to play 
Mama’s saxophone

A story break 
from our walk

Ready to hit 
the bike trail

Our community is great 
for trick-or-treating

Bringing in the garden bounty

Leo



We live in a beautiful and spacious country home in a small, rural 
community. Our house sits on 22 acres of woods, f ields, and an apple 
orchard with a small stream running through it. Our large vegetable 
gardens allow us to g row much of our own food. We raise chickens 
for eggs and have a big barn that we would like to someday f ill with 
animals. Our home is surrounded by nature and we see wildlife on our 
land every day. We also share our home with three of the sweetest cats 
you could ever meet. We love to cook and enjoy sharing meals in our 
home with fr iends and family. 

On summer days you can f ind us reading books in the hammock or 
running through the sprinkler. And at night we’ll be making s’mores 
in our f ire pit. For the dreary days we’ve converted our basement 
into a playroom that is every child’s dream: a basketball hoop, piano, 
swing hung from the rafters, r iding toys, a slide, you name it. We can’t 
wait to see Leo and his future sibling playing there together. We also 
have a beautiful nursery set up ready to welcome our next child.

Cooking together can 
be a messy endeavor Home sweet home Jumping in the autumn leaves

Ready to welcome our next child

Nap time
Every night we sit down 
for a home cooked meal

Our play room is tons of fun

Even our cats love story time

We always host Thanksgiving for friendsGarden harvest

At Home...



We love the g reat outdoors. During the summer 
we might be exploring state and national parks, 
near and far, hiking, camping, f ishing, boating, 
biking, or stargazing through our telescope. 
In winter we love to build snow forts and go 
sledding as a family.
We also love to travel, taking annual tr ips to 
see family in Florida each winter and in New 
England each summer. Lauren’s family has a 
cottage on a lake where both sides of our family 
come together for fun vacations. Part of our 
parenting philosophy is to expose our children to 

new experiences through travel. Unlike 
most toddlers our son is quite at home 
on airplanes, in restaurants, at outdoor 
concerts, and on motorcycles (just 
kidding about the last one!). 
We think kids thrive in environments 
that stimulate. Don’t get us wrong, we 
love the Children’s Museum and Sesame 
Street, but kids also enjoy trying to eat 
with chopsticks, dancing to Beyonce, and 
exploring the world.

Swimming lessons

Eating an apple 
from our trees

Canoeing at the pond on our road

A hike through Death Valley

Strawberry picking 
near our home

Three generations on the 
ferry to Madeline Island

Exploring Lake of the Clouds

Bundled up for a winter hike

...In the Wild



Our family can’t wait to welcome another child

Leo’s great grandmother adores him

Goofy faces with his grandparents

Spending time 
with Aunt Steph

Santa paid our 
family a visit

Happy first time 
grandparents Family gathering 

at the lake house

We have had many adventures: Lauren worked on 
f ishing boats in the Bering Sea, Sara studied seals 
in an Eskimo village, and together we’ve explored 
20 National Parks from the high arctic to the 
desert, hiked amid the g laciers and hot springs 
of Iceland, and kayaked among manatees. But our 
most amazing adventure by far has been becoming 
moms. We hope to instill in our children those 
principles that guide us in our own lives - kindness 
toward others, curiosity, respect for diversity, and 
environmental stewardship. 

Family is incredibly important in 
both our lives. We come from close-
knit families with large extended 
families. We know the value of sibling 
relationships because our brothers 
and sisters are our closest fr iends. We 
want our own children to also have the 
opportunity to form those strong bonds 
between siblings. Because of this, we’ve 
always hoped to ultimately adopt two 
children.

Family



Joining Lauren at work for a hike on the North Country trail

We always have fun together as a family

Leo always has a smile on his face

Leo has brought more love and happiness to 
our lives than we can ever express, except to 
say that we have such an abundance in our 
home that we would love to share that with 
your child too. We feel incredibly fortunate 
that our son’s birth mother chose us, and 
we are forever grateful. We have an open 
adoption with her and frequently talk on 
the phone, exchange letters, and visit a few 
times a year. She is part of our family and 
will always be.

We know the decision to create an adoption 
plan is incredibly difficult. Our preference 
would be for an open adoption with you as 
well. We always reinforce with our son that 
his birth mother made the adoption decision 
out of love for him, and that he is the 
luckiest kid in the world to have 3 moms 
who all love him (except on Mother’s Day – 
he’ll have so many cards to send!).

Our Adoption Experience



Thank you for taking the time to read our profile and for considering us as adoptive 
parents. We firmly believe that we are not the self less ones bringing another child into 
our home. You are the hero, the one who acted courageously and sacrificed. It would be 
the ultimate joy and privilege to be entrusted to raise your child. We envision an open 
adoption and will support your continued relationship with your child. At the same time, 
we would be respectful of your decision if you decide an open adoption is not the best 
choice for you and your child. If you choose us as adoptive parents, your child will always 
know that you made this decision as an act of love. Whether you choose us or another 
adoptive family we wish you the best.

In Closing


