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We know that this journey you are embarking on is not an easy one, 
so we are honored to be part of it. Though we do not know each 
other quite yet, we are sure you are strong and have a lot of love for 
your child. We would like to continue to show your child that kind 
of fierce love and strength as they grow up. We promise you our 
family will always be full of kindness, joy, acceptance, and humor.

welcome!
we are excited to 
share our

HUMOR... A big part of who we are!

we are HEIDI and john

Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for considering our family 

for your child.  

story

 

V I S I TI N G  C H I CAG O 
S I N C E  I T  I S  S O  C LO S E 

TO  H O M E



Our story started at the University of Illinois during our last year before 
graduation. Right away we hit it off mostly because of our shared 

humor. Our first date actually ended up being a barn dance at an off-campus 
location. We often say it felt like starting out as kids because we traveled to 
the dance on a school bus with butterflies in our stomach sitting next to our 
crushes. Sixteen years later we still feel those butterflies.

In 2014 we were blessed to become parents for the first time with our 
daughter, Lily. Parenting has become the most challenging, yet rewarding 
time of our lives. We have so much more love to give and know that adoption 
is the best way to complete our family.

we are HEIDI and john

it’s just the

WHAT WE VALUE 
AND WILL TEACH 

OUR KIDDOS:

HONESTY 

HELPFULNESS 

KINDNESS

CREATIVITY

COURTESY

HIKING THE 
INCA TRAIL

V I S I TI N G  TH E  BA D G E R  E X H I B I T 
AT THE MADISON ZOO

Lily is a fun four-year old who loves to sing and dance. 
She “plays” guitar and drums and will practice the 

loudest lullabies you will ever hear. Lily loves babies and 
often pretends her stuffed animals are her baby sister. 
Lily definitely wants a playmate to take in her rocket ship 
for her weekly trip to Jupiter.  

THE EXCITED big sister!

Lilyp

k
beginning

D

M A K I N G  H E I D I ’ S  C L AS S I C  A P P L E  P I E  TO G E TH E R

E N J OYI N G  C O N C E RT S  O N  TH E  S Q UA R E

O U R  SAS SY  L I T TL E  G I R L



I was born and raised in Southern Illinois next 
to St. Louis. I am a huge fan of the St. Louis 

Cardinals, and baseball in general, and try to catch 
at least a few games each year. I met Heidi at the 
University of Illinois, and later moved to the exotic 
and faraway land of Wisconsin, where I went to law 
school at UW Madison.  

I enjoy cooking and eating, although I’m way better 
at one than the other.  Aside from sitting in traffic, 
I spend my time reading, poorly shooting pool, 
watching Netflix movies, hanging out with friends, 
and playing blocks and dress up dance party with 
my daughter Lily.  

I work as a fiscal analyst for state government. 
Our work is highly seasonal. After the busy period 
drops off when the Legislature passes the two-year 
budget bill, I try to take a day off each week to be 
with Lily.  

A LITTLE ABOUTJohn

WORK IS GREAT, BUT...       here’s the fun stuff!

TRAVELING around the state, country, and world continues 
to be a big interest of ours. In fact, Heidi has said one of 
her bucket list items is to visit every continent. Most of 
our trips these days include visits to family and friends 
or to other areas of Wisconsin. Our favorite family trip is 
to the WISCONSIN DELLS IN THE WINTER. Indoor heated 
waterpark in the cold winter – yes please!

Heidi participates in various DANCE SHOWCASES when 
possible, while John enjoys spending GAME NIGHT WITH 

Favorites
of john

place to take a child: library

hobbies: baseball and reading

game: Mario Cart

children’s book: Cat in the Hat

movie: Groundhog Day

dream job: tour guide

L I LY  M A D E  A  N E W  F R I E N D

L I LY  H A N G I N G 
O U T  W I TH  DA D TEACHING LILY TO RIDE A BIKE



I was raised in the Good Ole’ Land of Lincoln, 
Springfield, IL. Growing up in a small city is what 

initially made Madison so attractive to me when I 
was looking for a job after graduation. Luckily John 
agreed and we moved here in 2003. That’s when I 
started my forever career in healthcare software. I 
feel very passionate about the opportunities I receive 
every day to improve healthcare quality and access 
across the country and world. 

Outside of my career you could say I dance through 
life. Ever since I was a young girl I loved dance. 
Performing, teaching, learning new styles, you name 
it. John has always supported my love of dance and 
even joined me in The Nutcracker one year. I secretly 
know he had a ton of fun, though he won’t admit it.

My biggest passion revolves around being a parent. 
It was truly a life changing experience in more ways 
than one. Time that was previously filled with long 
elaborate meals out with friends is now filled with 
wiping little faces and hands and asking her not to 
eat only ketchup for dinner. But I wouldn’t change it 
for anything.

A LITTLE ABOUTHeidi

WORK IS GREAT, BUT...       here’s the fun stuff!

FRIENDS. Together we enjoy WATCHING MOVIES including 
revisiting many of the movies we watched as children. There 
is nothing better than watching an old classic on the tube 
with family and friends.
 
We are so lucky to have one of the BEST FARMER’S MARKETS 
IN THE COUNTRY so close to us. There are so many choices of 
produce, bakery items, flowers, meats, and specialty items like 
popcorn and honey. We love how the whole community shows 
up to the market and you can support local growers.

 Favorites 
of heidi

place to take a child: 
Children’s Museum

hobbies: movies and dancing

game: Uno

children’s book: Good Night Moon

movie: Horror/Thriller genre

musical artist: Lin-Manuel Miranda

dream job: dance teacher

H E I D I  LOV E S  D O I N G  TH I N G S
W I TH  H E R  G O O D  F R I E N D S

PA I N T  N I G H T  FO R
H E I D I ’ S  B I RTH DAY

M A K I N G  B R E A K FAS T  O N  A  L A Z Y  S U N DAY  M O R N I N G

M A K I N G  YU M MY  PA N CA K E S



OUR HOME AND COMMUNITY

We fell in love with “Hometown, USA” Verona, which is 
just outside of Madison. We built a home in a new 

neighborhood adjacent to the city park and playground. Our 
playroom is the perfect place to build a fort, play a board game, 
and read a book.  Our neighborhood was recently developed 
and is full of young families and children. When Lily plays at the 
park we frequently meet new neighbors and friends for her to 
play with. We live very close to the swimming beach at fireman’s 
park, and enjoy going to the excellent public library.

Both of us grew up in a family with one other sibling. John’s 
sister lives on the East Coast, while Heidi’s brother recently 

moved back closer to home from Florida. Heidi’s brother has 
three sons, so getting the whole family together is quite a crazy 
time. However, family time is an important time for us. We try to 
get together with our parents and siblings at least a few times a 
year if not more. Our parents visit often and are very supportive of 
us as parents ourselves. 

OUR FRIENDS ARE 
LIKE FAMILY

Because all of our family lives outside of 
Wisconsin we have become very close to 

many of our friends. We know we can always 
count on them for a laugh and for support when 
needed. We even have a tradition that every 
Friday after work we meet at the local watering 
hole for food, drinks, and conversation. We love 
that we have friends we can rely on if we ever 
need anything. 

the people
  we LoveD

j

LIBRARY – the local 
library feels like one 
of the best libraries in 
the state. There is a 
huge children’s book 
selection along with a 
play area. 

favorite local destinations

MADISON CHILDREN’S 
MUSEUM – a great 
way to spend a rainy 
afternoon learning. 
The kids learn a lot of 
different skills while 
they are having fun. 

FESTIVALS – Our 
local festivals 
happen on a 
regular basis with 
tons of family-
friendly activities. 
We love to attend!

M OV E  I N  DAY !

JOHN’S PARENTS TOOK LILY TO SEE THE BUTTERFLIES

A L L  O F  H E I D I ’ S  FA M I LY

W E  L I K E  TO P L AY  GA M E S 
A N D  D O 

P U Z Z L E S  BY 
TH E  F I R E

L I LY ’ S  F I R S T
TR I P  TO  TH E  B E AC H 

W I TH  H E I D I ’ S  PA R E N T S

W E  “ E S CA P E D ”  A  BA N K  R O B B E RY  W I TH  F R I E N D S



Heidi and John are two of the 
most generous people I know. Not 

only are they willing to help me and my family out 
when we ask for help, but they are always offering to 
do things to make my and my family's life better and 
easier completely unsolicited. For example, this past 
spring when I mentioned I was having a hard time 
getting my garden in due to a recent surgery, Heidi 
jumped in and offered to be there that weekend shovel 
in hand (and she was). I can't say how much that 
meant to me. They are also always the first to sign up 
for meal trains, to offer to babysit, or to invite us over 
for a meal.  

Heidi and John are one of those couples that just - 
work. When I first met them both 10 years ago, I was 
struck by how different their personalities were, but 
how well they still got along despite those differences 
and how much in love they seemed to be. That's still 
the case today.

Heidi and John are great parents, not only to their own 
daughter but to my kids as well. When our families 
are together both of them are always quick to jump 
in to help with bathroom trips, calming down upset 
toddlers, picking up dropped baby toys, etc. Because 
of this, our daughters adore them and their daughter 
Lily, and are actually closer to them than they are to 
most of their own relatives. We trust their parenting 
so completely that we've actually named them as 
guardians of our children in our Wills.

Both Heidi and John are great listeners and great 
friends. I can't list the number of times that Heidi's 
been there for me when I've needed to talk, and I can 
honestly say that I've always felt that John would be 
there to listen if the need ever arose as well.  

You are the most 
thoughtful person 

I’ve ever met. You are exceptionally organized and 
prepared; I would not be surprised if you already 
have checklists, reminders, and calendars for all 
of the required and suggested shots, checkups, 
milestones, application deadlines, qualifications 
(like for school admission), and any other important 
events for Lily. But you’re also flexible, fun-loving, 
and not uptight. That’s all you. As a couple/co-
parents, you and John are loving, supportive, 
engaging, and attentive to Lily. Your children will 
be raised to value compassion and inclusion, 
creativity and self-exploration, kindness and 
generosity. You both set examples of self-discipline, 
personal achievement, and a strong work ethic. 
Your home is clean, safe, welcoming, smoke-free, 
comfortable, and in no way lacking any provisions 
for healthy well-tended children. 

what our Friends say about us

by rachel:

LINDSAY TO heidi:

If we were asked, Krista and I would 
say that you are both intelligent, 
kind, generous, and laugh easily. 
We would also suggest that you 
are raising Lily to be creative, clever, 
independent, and self-assured. 

BY BRian and krista:

W E  A R E  BAS E BA L L  FA N S  A N D  LOV E  TA K I N G  I N 
GA M E S  W I TH  F R I E N D S

HEIDI RUNNING HER FIRST 5K WITH FRIENDS



As parents we hope to raise confident and kind children. Each child in our family will 
feel safe to explore the world and their interests as they grow up. Though we would 

love it if our children loved dance and baseball just like us, we know that children need 
space to discover what they love for themselves. Along the way we will treasure each moment and try to have as much 
fun as possible.

OUR HOPES 
AND DREAMS

Thank you

Thank you for considering 
our family. We are excited 

about the opportunity to provide 
a loving home for your child.  
We look forward to learning 
about you and would love 
the chance to answer your 
questions and share more 
about us.   

Sincerely, 

John, Heidi, & Lily 


