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W e have been married for 16 
years and have been a couple 

for 22 years. We met in high school 
through a mutual friend and became 
closer senior year when we both 
performed in the musical, Heather in 
the chorus and Steve in the orchestra. 
People love to point out that we were 
“high school sweethearts” and, while we 
may not technically fall under that title, 
we have spent the majority of adulthood 
together supporting each other’s dreams 
and growing our life together.  

Finally becoming parents to Ben 
has been our greatest joy and most 
fulfilling adventure together. There 
is nothing better than spending time 
together as a family and watching 
all the exciting developments and 
milestones that Ben has reached over 
the last two years. We love to find new 
ways to keep busy as a family and 
see the world through Ben’s fresh eyes 
and a sense of wonder. We really look 
forward to sharing in all of these firsts 
again with another child.

Our belief system is not overly religious. 
We are both baptized Catholic so we 
also baptized Ben in the same faith, but 
at this time we do not regularly attend 
church. However, we do believe in 
kindness and compassion, helping 
others whenever we can, accepting 
people from all walks of  life, 
celebrating our differences, and trying 
to make the world a better place in 
whatever small ways that we can. 
We hope to pass these values on to our 
children by leading by example.
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H E L L O  W E  A R E

Steve & Heather

Thank you for taking the time to read 

through our profile. We’d love to get 
the chance to know you if you decide 
that you’d like to meet us.  For now 
we’d love to introduce you to us and 
our life together. We have one son, 
Benjamin, who is two years old. Ben 
joined our family thanks to adoption 
through AOW when he was six days 
old. We have been so grateful for 
the chance to be parents and have 
been thoroughly enjoying this new 
adventure in life. We are so excited 
about the possibility of adding 
another child and even more love to 
our family and we look forward to 
seeing Ben grow and develop even 
more as a big brother.

We know that you must be dealing 
with a lot of emotions right now 
as you decide what is best for you 
and your baby, so we thank you for 
considering us if you decide to make 
an adoption plan. We appreciate 
how much strength you must be 
pulling from yourself as you make 
your decision. If you would like to 
meet us we promise to be open and 
honest and will do our best to answer 
any questions that you may have. We 
consider ourselves down to Earth 
people that are approachable and 
easy to talk to.
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A  S P E C I A L
N O T E  A B O U T

Adoption

Our relationship with Ben’s first (birth) Mom has been a wonderful gift 
to all of us. We have visits with her regularly and we exchange texts and 

photos with her often. She has been able to join us on many fun outings, which 
makes the day even more enjoyable and special. We consider her a member 
of our family and we are so grateful that she chooses to spend time with us 
and help us celebrate many of Ben’s big milestones. If  you choose to make an 
adoption plan for your child and you were considering us as parents we 
would hope that you would want to continue having contact with us and 
your child as well. Two things that we wholeheartedly believe is that there can 
never be too many people to love and support a child and that we will never 
make promises to you regarding contact with us that we are not willing or able 
to keep. Of course, if having contact is not something that you are comfortable 
with then we will be respectful of your wishes and we will follow your lead in 
terms of how much openness is included in the adoption plan. We understand 
that you are likely making the most difficult decision of your life and that this 
time is filled with a lot of uncertainty, so we appreciate you taking the time to 
consider us while you decide what is best for you and your child. We wish you 
nothing but the best no matter what decision you make.

“There can never be 
too many people, to love a child!”
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Favorites

HOBBY:

Heather: Photography
Steve: DIY Home Projects

VACATION SPOT:

Heather: Cozumel, Mexico
Steve: Glacier National Park

CHILDREN’S BOOKS:

Heather: A Mother for Choco 
Steve: The Giving Tree

SUBJECT IN SCHOOL:

Heather: English and Writing
Steve: Chemistry
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Christmas 2018

Visiting the tulips at the Capitol

Game 6 of the NLCS at Miller Park

Heather and Ben in the pool at swim class

Llama Kisses!

O U R

Our Finding Nemo costumes for Halloween 2018



THOUGHTS FROM STEVE: My wife Heather is the most 
caring and empathetic person you will ever meet. She worked 
for over a decade as an infant/toddler daycare teacher and earned 
a Bachelor’s degree in Educational Studies. She also spent some 
time serving as a nanny for a little boy that is now friends with our 
son. Caring for children and their families has always been 
very fulfilling to her. Becoming a parent that provides love and 
stability while creating a lot of fun learning opportunities has been 
a lifelong dream of Heather’s. I am so proud of  her for becoming 
the mother that she always wished to be for our son. Watching 
her care for him is a joy. She plans fun daily activities to encourage 
his development in many areas and she also advocates for his best 
care with doctors and specialists. She loves to document his many 
milestones through photos as she enjoys photography as a hobby. 
She also enjoys planning celebrations for birthdays and holidays 
because it’s very important to her that Ben have those childhood 
memories and take part in special family traditions. I can also count 
on her for moral support and guidance when work is stressful and my 
emotions have overwhelmed me and I cannot see the path forward.

Since Steve has become a parent 
he has proven to be a wonderful, 

involved father. He shares in all of  the 
parenting duties, including being very 
fast at diaper changes. He can always 
make our son smile and laugh with 
his playfulness. He’s great at “Daddy 
roughhousing” such as playing chase, 
wrestling, spinning around, and tossing 
up in the air and catching. Ben has a 
great time with him! Most importantly, he 
makes Ben a priority and tries very hard 
to make it to all of his doctor appointments 
and other important visits. He also enjoys 
special Daddy and Ben time every week 
as he goes to Ben’s parent and tot swim 
class with him. 

In addition to being a great father 
Steve has been a wonderful partner 
to me for over 20 years. He provides 
an unwavering support for helping me 
achieve my dreams and making me feel 
safe, loved, and secure.
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I N T R O D U C I N G

Heather BUT MY FAVORITE TIMES WITH HEATHER 
ARE when we are hanging around the 
house and her quick wit can make me 
spontaneously burst out laughing.

HEATHER’S HOBBIES & INTERESTS
• Boating and snorkeling
• Crafting and kids projects
• Animal fostering and care
• Photography
• Music and singing
• Baking 

thoughts from Steve continued....

A beautiful day for

a pontoon ride

I LOVE to babysit!
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Steve is the most intelligent and hardest 
working person that I know. His dedication 

to his education throughout the years and his 
love of science and making sense of the world 
are inspiring. One of  the first things that 
attracted me to Steve was his ease, patience, and fun nature 
with children. When we started dating I was living at home and 
my three younger cousins lived with us. My cousins immediately 
gravitated towards Steve and started climbing all over him like a 
jungle gym. Steve welcomed this playfulness and I just watched 
with a happy heart as I witnessed his potential as a great father.

STEVE’S HOBBIES & INTERESTS
• Astronomy and stargazing     • Science and computers
• Cooking            • Playing cello
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Steve

Weighing the strawberries after picking

Hiking at Cave Point in Door County

Daddy and Ben on Easter 2019

thoughts from Heather continued....E

Practicing the back float at swim class

A dream fulfilled: Seeing the
Enterprise space shuttle

“He can always 

make our son smile 

and laugh with his 

playfulness.”
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“I am so proud of her for 

becoming the mother she 

always wished to be for 

our son.”
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Being silly during Christmas photos

Walking with Mama
Riding the carousel at the Zoo
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We live in a 3 bedroom house in a small, rural city in 
Wisconsin, just outside of  Madison. We have lived in this 

house for almost 15 years now. In addition to the three of us we also 
have 3 cats that we call family. Shale is 16, Mac is 14, and Luna 
is one. We recently met a litter of Golden Retriever puppies in our 
town and we are hoping to add a dog to our family again at the 
end of August when the puppies are ready to go home. We used 
to have 2 old dogs but we sadly lost both of them to cancer and 
old age within the last year. It will definitely be exciting having a 
young, energetic puppy in our house again after having old girls for 
so many years. We definitely value animal companions and we 
teach Ben about treating animals with respect and will foster 
a sense of  responsibility in helping to care for them when he 
is older. We take pride in improving our home on our own when 
we can.  We built a larger deck on the back and enjoy sitting 
on the porch swing to watch the sun set and look for fireflies. We 
also fenced in the backyard to make it safer for toddlers (and 
puppies) to run around.

Most (but not all) of our family and friends live in the 
Milwaukee area, where we’re originally from, so we visit 

there regularly. We have enjoyed a lot of fun activities with Ben 
in Milwaukee, including a yearly visit to the State Fair as well 
as visiting the beautiful Mitchell Park Domes and the Milwaukee 
Public Market. We’re looking forward to going as a family to 
see the Brewers and the Packers play when Ben is a little older. 
When we’re in the Madison area we love to go on outings 
to the Henry Vilas Zoo, the awesome Madison Children’s 
Museum, Olbrich Botanical Gardens, the Dane County Farmer’s 
Market, Brat Fest, Splash pads and swimming pools, and 
Eugster’s Farm to see the animals.

Time spent with our families can consist of cookouts, visiting 
lakes and boating, going up to Door County or the cabin, that 
Heather’s Dad owns, for camp fires and ATV rides. Our time 
with family and friends always consists of hanging out, enjoying 
each other’s company, and a lot of laughter and talking. 
Heather has several nieces and nephews, all of whom are quite 
a bit older than Ben, but it is wonderful to get together with 
them during the holidays and other family gatherings. 
Steve has one niece who is about four months 
younger than Ben and it has been so much 
fun to watch them grow up together and it’s 
a blast when we can get the kids together for 
an extended period. They live in New York 
but they try to visit at least once a year and 
we try to visit them in New York City at 
least once a year as well. Our parents 
all love being grandparents and excel 
at it. We’re so thankful to have them 
all as part of our support system. We 
know that they would be thrilled to add 
another grandchild to their lives.

Heather is a STAY-AT-HOME-MOM to our son 
and would continue to do so with any additions 
to our family. She loves being able to witness 
firsthand all of our son’s big milestones. She 
enjoys reading books and providing needed 
snuggles throughout the day and takes pride in 
setting up many engaging activities for Ben, such 
as painting, sensory and water play, musical 
instruments, blocks, and Play Doh. Heather and 
Ben also enjoy going to the grocery store, the 
playground, and the local playgroup in town. 

Steve earned his PhD in biochemistry and 
computer science and is now a senior scientist at 
a local life sciences software company. He leads 
a team of people to create software programs 
that help design better antibody-based therapies, 
such as certain prescription medications. He 
sometimes attends conferences in other cities and 
there may be times when we can all go on these 
trips as a family. His work hours are flexible 
so that he can make family commitments a 
priority. He comes home early enough each 
night to be able to give Ben a bath, read him a 
bedtime story, and tuck him into bed. 
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W E L C O M E

to our HOME
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L O V E  M A K E S

a FAMILY
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A B O U T  O U R

NINE to FIVE

With Heather’s mom after the

Easter egg hunt in our yard

Heather’s family at Ben’s

baptism in 2018

Steve’s family enjoying a trip to Door County 

With good friends at Ben’s 1st birthday party
Longtime friends visiting our home to greet baby Ben

Thanksgiving 2018 in our home

Our home with beautiful Spring color
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We LOVE to eat fresh food from our local farm!

Meet Shale Meet Mac

Steve and his brother

Three generations

Meet Luna

Petting and snuggling our future Golden Retriever pup
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A s we say goodbye we just want to say that 
we are far from perfect. We sometimes let the 

dishes and the laundry pile up or leave the toys 
scattered through the house at the end of the day. 
However, being parents to Ben is by far the most 
rewarding thing that either of us has ever done. 
Our love for our son just fills us with immense 
joy! We would be thrilled to share that love with 
another child to complete our family. If you 
were to choose us we hope that you would want 
to remain, in some way, a part of the incredible 
journey of your child’s life. We want to thank you 
so much for taking the time to get to know us. 
We understand that you are likely making the most 
difficult decision of your life and that this time is 
filled with a lot of uncertainty, so we appreciate you 
taking the time to consider us while you decide what 
is best for you and your child. We wish you nothing 
but the best no matter what decision you make.    

Our approach to raising a child so far has been based on 
fun and teachable moments throughout the day. We know 

that young children learn and develop best through play and 
experiencing the world firsthand so we have our home set up 
in a way that is baby/toddler safe for exploration and has a lot 
of areas with toys and other learning materials. We both agree 
that a child also needs limits set while they learn to safely navigate 
their environment, both with our support as well as independently. 
We set loving but consistent limits through verbal reminders, 
removal of privileges, and timeouts when necessary, but never 
through the use of physical punishment of any kind. Heather 
loves setting up fun, age appropriate activities, such as 
painting, water play, baking projects, and making slime 
or other sensory materials that encourage exploration and 
development. Steve values the importance of  a good education 
and will be endlessly supportive and patient in helping our 
children complete school projects, understand their homework, and 
take pride in their accomplishments.

We promise: 
•To make sure that your child always feels loved, safe, confident      
  and protected. 
•Your child will always know their value and worth even when     
  they make mistakes in life. 
•We will lead by example to teach our child to be decent and kind  
  to everyone they meet.
•We will provide plenty of opportunities for our child to         
  experience exciting new adventures, both in their everyday life        
  and through venturing out and seeing new places.
•We will honor the way that we became a family by being      
  honest with our child about you, their first family, the love that     
  guided your decisions and the love that you will always have for     
  them.

If you have any questions for us or are interested 
in us adopting your child, PLEASE CONTACT 
ADOPTIONS OF WISCONSIN by calling toll-free, 
866-ADOPTWI.
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A  S P E C I A L

message to YOU

Matching jammies at Christmastime!

THOUGHTS ABOUT 
PARENTING and our 

PROMISES TO YOU
g

Ben’s two year old photos at Beckman Mill

EE




